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CANON INC 

Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To drastically improve precision in correcting the deviation in position of an 
image by correcting the deviation in position of the image by setting a specified signal 
output which occurs every time in an image sequence as a reference timing for 
detecting the deviation in position of a resist mark which is detected by a detection 
means. CONSTITUTION: A controller 15 obtains the specified reference signal which 
occurs every time with the image sequence of each image forming station, for 
example, the rotation driving signal of a resist roller 2 for obtaining the synchronism of 
the leading edge of the image of a transfer material carried to a carrier belt 7 and 
respective photosensitive drums 1C, 1M, 1Y and 1BK and the feeding start signal of a 
paper feeding roller 5a which feeds the transfer material to a main body. Moreover, the 
relative deviation in position of the image in each image forming station can be 
detected while comparing each resist mark image data outputted from mark detectors 
1 1 and 12 synchronously with the output timing of an image write signal and the 
passage signal of the leading edge of the fed transfer material with reference resist 
mark image data stored in a ROM 15b. And the quantity of correcting the deviation in 
position peculiar to each image forming station is arithmetically processed. Thus, the 
precision in correcting the deviation in position of the image accompanied with the 
detected deviation in position can be improved. 
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